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NCPERS Applauds Superior Court Decision Rejecting  
Language Changes to Public Pensions Ballot Proposal 

 

Sacramento, CA and Washington, DC – Following is the statement of Hank Kim, Esq., Executive 
Director and Counsel of the National Conference on Public Employee Retirement Systems (NCPERS), on 
today’s Sacramento County Superior Court ruling upholding Attorney General Kamala Harris’s title and 
description for the proposed ballot initiative The Pension Reform Act of 2014: 

“As the nation’s largest association representing public pension systems, the National Conference 
on Public Employee Retirement Systems (NCPERS) applauds today’s ruling against the attempt by San 
Jose Mayor Chuck Reed and his allies to deceive California voters into approving a ballot measure to end 
state constitutional protections for state and local public employee pension benefits. 

“Reed and company’s petition to change Attorney General Kamala Harris’s title and summary of 
their petition – which used the same language that Reed and his allies have used to sell the ballot initiative 
to their constituency – was ludicrous, even insulting, on its face.  

“Reed and his supporters had hoped to get an initiative on the ballot to eliminate the 
constitutional protections – known collectively as the ‘California Rule’ – that prevent elected leaders from 
raiding public pension funds and using the money for other purposes. But when Harris used their own 
language to summarize the ballot initiative – and voters reacted negatively – Reed and company cried 
foul, and wanted the language changed.  

“Sacramento County Superior Court judges were right to deny their petition. NCPERS believes 
that Reed and company have the right to propose changes to the state constitution and, if they can collect 
the necessary 800,000 signatures, put that proposal on the ballot. But they have no right to deceive voters 
by shielding them from the truth about that they’re trying to accomplish. 

“After their own public political rhetoric doomed their initiative, Reed and his allies in essence 
asked the high court to rewrite Harris’s summary into something that would poll better with voters. The 
court’s ruling today not only protects the integrity of the process and the constitution – it ensures that 
California voters will not be duped by Reed and company.” 
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NOTE: The National Conference on Public Employee Retirement Systems (NCPERS) represents 
more than 550 public pension funds in the U.S. and Canada – including virtually all of California’s state 
and county public retirement systems and several major city retirement systems. NCPERS’ California 
member funds administer benefits for approximately 2.5 million current and retired public employees in 
California. 

About NCPERS 

The National Conference on Public Employee Retirement Systems (NCPERS) is the largest trade 
association for public sector pension funds, representing more than 550 funds throughout the United 
States and Canada. It is a unique non-profit network of public trustees, administrators, public officials and 
investment professionals who collectively manage more than $3 trillion in pension assets. Founded in 
1941, NCPERS is the principal trade association working to promote and protect pensions by focusing on 
advocacy, research and education for the benefit of public sector pension stakeholders. 

 

 


